THE PROPHECY OF JOEL
BIBLE TEXT : Joel 1:1-20; 2:1-32; 3:1-21
LESSON 322 Senior Course

MEMORY VERSE: "Rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God; for
he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness” (Joel 2:13).

BIBLE TEXT in King BIBLE REFERENCES:
James Version
Joel 1:1-20

I The Word of the Lord Concerning Israel and the Gentiles
1. Israel is given a poignant warning of the coming dispersion and the

! The word of the LORD
that came to Joel the
son of Pethuel.

2 Hear this, ye old men,
and give ear, all ye
inhabitants of the land.
Hath this been in your
days, or even in the
days of your fathers?
3Tell ye your children of
it, and /et your children
tell their children, and
their children another
generation.

*That which the
palmerworm hath left
hath the locust eaten;
and that which the
locust hath left hath the
cankerworm eaten; and
that which the
cankerworm hath left
hath the caterpiller
eaten.

> Awake, ye drunkards,
and weep; and howl, all
ye drinkers of wine,
because of the new
wine; for it is cut off
from your mouth.

® For a nation is come
up upon my land,
strong, and without
number, whose teeth
are the teeth of a lion,
and he hath the cheek
teeth of a great lion.
”He hath laid my vine
waste, and barked my
fig tree: he hath made
it clean bare, and cast it

consequent desolation of their land, Joel 1:1-12;

Deuteronomy 4:25-28

25 When thou shalt beget children, and children's children, and ye shall
have remained long in the land, and shall corrupt yourselves, and make a
graven image, or the likeness of any thing, and shall do evil in the sight of
the LORD thy God, to provoke him to anger:

26 call heaven and earth to witness against you this day, that ye shall
soon utterly perish from off the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to
possess it; ye shall not prolong your days upon it, but shall utterly be
destroyed.

27 And the LORD shall scatter you among the nations, and ye shall be left
few in number among the heathen, whither the LORD shall lead you.

28 And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men's hands, wood and
stone, which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell.

Leviticus 26:14-39

14 But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these
commandments;

15 And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments,
so that ye will not do all my commandments, but that ye break my
covenant:

16 I also will do this unto you; I will even appoint over you terror,
consumption, and the burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and
cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your
enemies shall eat it.

17 And I will set my face against you, and ye shall be slain before your
enemies: they that hate you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee when
none pursueth you.

18 And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you
seven times more for your sins.

19 And I will break the pride of your power; and I will make your heaven as
iron, and your earth as brass:

20 And your strength shall be spent in vain: for your land shall not yield
her increase, neither shall the trees of the land yield their fruits.

21 And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto me; I will
bring seven times more plagues upon you according to your sins.

22 ] will also send wild beasts among you, which shall rob you of your
children, and destroy your cattle, and make you few in number; and your
high ways shall be desolate.

23 And if ye will not be reformed by me by these things, but will walk
contrary unto me;

24 Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven
times for your sins.

25 And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall avenge the quarrel of my
covenant: and when ye are gathered together within your cities, I will send
the pestilence among you; and ye shall be delivered into the hand of the
enemy.

26 And when I have broken the staff of your bread, ten women shall bake
your bread in one oven, and they shall deliver you your bread again by
weight: and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied.

27 And if ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary unto
me;

28 Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will
chastise you seven times for your sins.

29 And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters
shall ye eat.

30 And I will destroy your high places, and cut down your images, and cast

The Prophecy of Joel

1 of 17



away; the branches
thereof are made white.
8 Lament like a virgin
girded with sackcloth
for the husband of her
youth.

 The meat offering and
the drink offering is cut
off from the house of
the LORD; the priests,
the LORD'S ministers,
mourn.

19 The field is wasted,
the land mourneth; for
the corn is wasted: the
new wine is dried up,
the oil languisheth.

1 Be ye ashamed, O ye
husbandmen; howl, O
ye vinedressers, for the
wheat and for the
barley; because the
harvest of the field is
perished.

12 The vine is dried up,
and the fig tree
languisheth; the
pomegranate tree, the
palm tree also, and the
apple tree, even all the
trees of the field, are
withered: because joy is
withered away from the
sons of men.

13 Gird yourselves, and
lament, ye priests:
howl, ye ministers of
the altar: come, lie all
night in sackcloth, ye
ministers of my God: for
the meat offering and
the drink offering is
withholden from the
house of your God.

14 Sanctify ye a fast, call
a solemn assembly,
gather the elders and
all the inhabitants of
the land into the house
of the LORD your God,
and cry unto the LORD,

your carcases upon the carcases of your idols, and my soul shall abhor
you.

31 And I will make your cities waste, and bring your sanctuaries unto
desolation, and I will not smell the savour of your sweet odours.

32 And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell
therein shall be astonished at it.

33 And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword
after you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.

34 Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and
ye be in your enemies' land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her
sabbaths.

35 As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in your
sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it.

36 And upon them that are left alive of you I will send a faintness into their
hearts in the lands of their enemies; and the sound of a shaken leaf shall
chase them; and they shall flee, as fleeing from a sword; and they shall
fall when none pursueth.

37 And they shall fall one upon another, as it were before a sword, when
none pursueth: and ye shall have no power to stand before your enemies.
38 And ye shall perish among the heathen, and the land of your enemies
shall eat you up.

39 And they that are left of you shall pine away in their iniquity in your
enemies' lands; and also in the iniquities of their fathers shall they pine
away with them.

Psalm 44:9-16

2 But thou hast cast off, and put us to shame; and goest not forth with
our armies.

10 Thou makest us to turn back from the enemy: and they which hate us
spoil for themselves.

11 Thou hast given us like sheep appointed for meat; and hast scattered us
among the heathen.

12 Thou sellest thy people for nought, and dost not increase thy wealth by
their price.

13 Thou makest us a reproach to our neighbours, a scorn and a derision
to them that are round about us.

14 Thou makest us a byword among the heathen, a shaking of the head
among the people.

15 My confusion is continually before me, and the shame of my face hath
covered me,

16 For the voice of him that reproacheth and blasphemeth; by reason of
the enemy and avenger.

Ezekiel 6:1-7

1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, set thy face toward the mountains of Israel, and prophesy
against them,

3 And say, Ye mountains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD; Thus
saith the Lord GOD to the mountains, and to the hills, to the rivers, and
to the valleys; Behold, I, even I, will bring a sword upon you, and I will
destroy your high places.

4 And your altars shall be desolate, and your images shall be broken: and
I will cast down your slain men before your idols.

5 And I will lay the dead carcases of the children of Israel before their
idols; and I will scatter your bones round about your altars.

6 In all your dwellingplaces the cities shall be laid waste, and the high
places shall be desolate; that your altars may be laid waste and made
desolate, and your idols may be broken and cease, and your images may
be cut down, and your works may be abolished.

7 And the slain shall fall in the midst of you, and ye shall know that I am
the LORD.

Ezekiel 6:11-14

11 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Smite with thine hand, and stamp with thy
foot, and say, Alas for all the evil abominations of the house of Israel! for
they shall fall by the sword, by the famine, and by the pestilence.

12 He that is far off shall die of the pestilence; and he that is near shall fall
by the sword; and he that remaineth and is besieged shall die by the
famine: thus will I accomplish my fury upon them.

13 Then shall ye know that I am the LORD, when their slain men shall be
among their idols round about their altars, upon every high hill, in all the
tops of the mountains, and under every green tree, and under every thick
oak, the place where they did offer sweet savour to all their idols.

14 So will I stretch out my hand upon them, and make the land desolate,
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1> Alas for the day! for
the day of the LORD /s
at hand, and as a
destruction from the
Almighty shall it come.
18 Is not the meat cut
off before our eyes,
yea, joy and gladness
from the house of our
God?

7 The seed is rotten
under their clods, the
garners are laid
desolate, the barns are
broken down; for the
corn is withered.

18 How do the beasts
groan! the herds of
cattle are perplexed,
because they have no
pasture; yea, the flocks
of sheep are made
desolate.

0 LORD, to thee will T
cry: for the fire hath
devoured the pastures
of the wilderness, and
the flame hath burned
all the trees of the field.
22 The beasts of the
field cry also unto thee:
for the rivers of waters
are dried up, and the
fire hath devoured the
pastures of the
wilderness.

Joel 2:1-32

! Blow ye the trumpet in
Zion, and sound an
alarm in my holy
mountain: let all the
inhabitants of the land
tremble: for the day of
the LORD cometh, for it
/s nigh at hand;

2 A day of darkness and
of gloominess, a day of
clouds and of thick
darkness, as the
morning spread upon
the mountains: a great

yea, more desolate than the wilderness toward Diblath, in all their
habitations: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

Ezekiel 36:16-20

16 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

17 Son of man, when the house of Israel dwelt in their own land, they
defiled it by their own way and by their doings: their way was before me
as the uncleanness of a removed woman.

18 Wherefore I poured my fury upon them for the blood that they had shed
upon the land, and for their idols wherewith they had polluted it:

19 And I scattered them among the heathen, and they were dispersed
through the countries: according to their way and according to their
doings I judged them.

20 And when they entered unto the heathen, whither they went, they
profaned my holy name, when they said to them, These are the people of
the LORD, and are gone forth out of his land.

2. A call to repentance is given, Joel 1:13, 14;
Deuteronomy 4:29-31

29 But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find
him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul.

30 When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee,
even in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and shalt be
obedient unto his voice;

31 (For the LORD thy God is a merciful God;) he will not forsake thee,
neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he
sware unto them.

Leviticus 26:4-42

4 Then I will give you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her
increase, and the trees of the field shall yield their fruit.

5 And your threshing shall reach unto the vintage, and the vintage shall
reach unto the sowing time: and ye shall eat your bread to the full, and
dwell in your land safely.

6 And I will give peace in the land, and ye shall lie down, and none shall
make you afraid: and I will rid evil beasts out of the land, neither shall the
sword go through your land.

7 And ye shall chase your enemies, and they shall fall before you by the
sword.

8 And five of you shall chase an hundred, and an hundred of you shall put
ten thousand to flight: and your enemies shall fall before you by the
sword.

9 For I will have respect unto you, and make you fruitful, and multiply
you, and establish my covenant with you.

10 And ye shall eat old store, and bring forth the old because of the new.

11 And I will set my tabernacle among you: and my soul shall not abhor
you.

12 And I will walk among you, and will be your God, and ye shall be my
people.

131 am the LORD your God, which brought you forth out of the land of
Egypt, that ye should not be their bondmen; and I have broken the bands
of your yoke, and made you go upright.

14 But if ye will not hearken unto me, and will not do all these
commandments;

15 And if ye shall despise my statutes, or if your soul abhor my judgments,
so that ye will not do all my commandments, but that ye break my
covenant:

16 I also will do this unto you; I will even appoint over you terror,
consumption, and the burning ague, that shall consume the eyes, and
cause sorrow of heart: and ye shall sow your seed in vain, for your
enemies shall eat it.

17 And I will set my face against you, and ye shall be slain before your
enemies: they that hate you shall reign over you; and ye shall flee when
none pursueth you.

18 And if ye will not yet for all this hearken unto me, then I will punish you
seven times more for your sins.

19 And I will break the pride of your power; and I will make your heaven as
iron, and your earth as brass:

20 And your strength shall be spent in vain: for your land shall not yield
her increase, neither shall the trees of the land yield their fruits.

21 And if ye walk contrary unto me, and will not hearken unto me; I will
bring seven times more plagues upon you according to your sins.

22 ] will also send wild beasts among you, which shall rob you of your
children, and destroy your cattle, and make you few in number; and your
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people and a strong;
there hath not been
ever the like, neither
shall be any more after
it, even to the years of
many generations.

3 A fire devoureth
before them; and
behind them a flame
burneth: the land /s as
the garden of Eden
before them, and
behind them a desolate
wilderness; yea, and
nothing shall escape
them.

*The appearance of
them /s as the
appearance of horses;
and as horsemen, so
shall they run.

> Like the noise of
chariots on the tops of
mountains shall they
leap, like the noise of a
flame of fire that
devoureth the stubble,
as a strong people set
in battle array.

® Before their face the
people shall be much
pained: all faces shall
gather blackness.
’They shall run like
mighty men; they shall
climb the wall like men
of war; and they shall
march every one on his
ways, and they shall not
break their ranks:

8 Neither shall one
thrust another; they
shall walk every one in
his path: and when they
fall upon the sword,
they shall not be
wounded.

®They shall run to and
fro in the city; they shall
run upon the wall, they
shall climb up upon the

high ways shall be desolate.

23 And if ye will not be reformed by me by these things, but will walk
contrary unto me;

24 Then will I also walk contrary unto you, and will punish you yet seven
times for your sins.

25 And I will bring a sword upon you, that shall avenge the quarrel of my
covenant: and when ye are gathered together within your cities, I will send
the pestilence among you; and ye shall be delivered into the hand of the
enemy.

26 And when I have broken the staff of your bread, ten women shall bake
your bread in one oven, and they shall deliver you your bread again by
weight: and ye shall eat, and not be satisfied.

27 And if ye will not for all this hearken unto me, but walk contrary unto
me;

28 Then I will walk contrary unto you also in fury; and I, even I, will
chastise you seven times for your sins.

29 And ye shall eat the flesh of your sons, and the flesh of your daughters
shall ye eat.

30 And I will destroy your high places, and cut down your images, and cast
your carcases upon the carcases of your idols, and my soul shall abhor
you.

31 And I will make your cities waste, and bring your sanctuaries unto
desolation, and I will not smell the savour of your sweet odours.

32 And I will bring the land into desolation: and your enemies which dwell
therein shall be astonished at it.

33 And I will scatter you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword
after you: and your land shall be desolate, and your cities waste.

34 Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth desolate, and
ye be in your enemies' land; even then shall the land rest, and enjoy her
sabbaths.

35 As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in your
sabbaths, when ye dwelt upon it.

36 And upon them that are left alive of you I will send a faintness into their
hearts in the lands of their enemies; and the sound of a shaken leaf shall
chase them; and they shall flee, as fleeing from a sword; and they shall
fall when none pursueth.

37 And they shall fall one upon another, as it were before a sword, when
none pursueth: and ye shall have no power to stand before your enemies.
38 And ye shall perish among the heathen, and the land of your enemies
shall eat you up.

39 And they that are left of you shall pine away in their iniquity in your
enemies' lands; and also in the iniquities of their fathers shall they pine
away with them.

40 If they shall confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of their fathers, with
their trespass which they trespassed against me, and that also they have
walked contrary unto me;

41 And that1I also have walked contrary unto them, and have brought
them into the land of their enemies; if then their uncircumcised hearts be
humbled, and they then accept of the punishment of their iniquity:

42 Then will I remember my covenant with Jacob, and also my covenant
with Isaac, and also my covenant with Abraham will I remember; and I
will remember the land.

3. The Day of the Lord, with the fury of its terrible judgments, is prophesied,

Joel 1:15-20; 2:1-11;

Ezekiel 38:1-23

1 And the word of the LORD came unto me, saying,

2 Son of man, set thy face against Gog, the land of Magog, the chief prince
of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against him,

3 And say, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog,
the chief prince of Meshech and Tubal:

4 And I will turn thee back, and put hooks into thy jaws, and I will bring
thee forth, and all thine army, horses and horsemen, all of them clothed
with all sorts of armour, even a great company with bucklers and shields,
all of them handling swords:

5 Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with them; all of them with shield and
helmet:

6 Gomer, and all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north quarters,
and all his bands: and many people with thee.

7 Be thou prepared, and prepare for thyself, thou, and all thy company
that are assembled unto thee, and be thou a guard unto them.

8 After many days thou shalt be visited: in the latter years thou shalt
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houses; they shall enter
in at the windows like a
thief.

1 The earth shall quake
before them; the
heavens shall tremble:
the sun and the moon
shall be dark, and the
stars shall withdraw
their shining:

' And the LORD shall
utter his voice before
his army: for his camp
is very great: for he is
strong that executeth
his word: for the day of
the LORD /s great and
very terrible; and who
can abide it?

12 Therefore also now,
saith the LORD, turn ye
even to me with all your
heart, and with fasting,
and with weeping, and
with mourning:

13 And rend your heart,
and not your garments,
and turn unto the LORD
your God: for he is
gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and of
great kindness, and
repenteth him of the
evil.

“Who knoweth ifhe
will return and repent,
and leave a blessing
behind him; even a
meat offering and a
drink offering unto the
LORD your God?
1>Blow the trumpet in
Zion, sanctify a fast, call
a solemn assembly:

16 Gather the people,
sanctify the
congregation, assemble
the elders, gather the
children, and those that
suck the breasts: let the
bridegroom go forth of

come into the land that is brought back from the sword, and is gathered
out of many people, against the mountains of Israel, which have been
always waste: but it is brought forth out of the nations, and they shall
dwell safely all of them.

9 Thou shalt ascend and come like a storm, thou shalt be like a cloud to
cover the land, thou, and all thy bands, and many people with thee.

10 Thus saith the Lord GOD; It shall also come to pass, that at the same
time shall things come into thy mind, and thou shalt think an evil
thought:

11 And thou shalt say, I will go up to the land of unwalled villages; I will go
to them that are at rest, that dwell safely, all of them dwelling without
walls, and having neither bars nor gates,

12 To take a spoil, and to take a prey; to turn thine hand upon the
desolate places that are now inhabited, and upon the people that are
gathered out of the nations, which have gotten cattle and goods, that
dwell in the midst of the land.

13 Sheba, and Dedan, and the merchants of Tarshish, with all the young
lions thereof, shall say unto thee, Art thou come to take a spoil? hast
thou gathered thy company to take a prey? to carry away silver and gold,
to take away cattle and goods, to take a great spoil?

14 Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say unto Gog, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; In that day when my people of Israel dwelleth safely, shalt thou not
know it?

15 And thou shalt come from thy place out of the north parts, thou, and
many people with thee, all of them riding upon horses, a great company,
and a mighty army:

16 And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover
the land; it shall be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against my
land, that the heathen may know me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O
Gog, before their eyes.

17 Thus saith the Lord GOD; Art thou he of whom I have spoken in old
time by my servants the prophets of Israel, which prophesied in those
days many years that I would bring thee against them?

18 And it shall come to pass at the same time when Gog shall come
against the land of Israel, saith the Lord GOD, that my fury shall come up
in my face.

19 For in my jealousy and in the fire of my wrath have I spoken, Surely in
that day there shall be a great shaking in the land of Israel;

20 So that the fishes of the sea, and the fowls of the heaven, and the
beasts of the field, and all creeping things that creep upon the earth, and
all the men that are upon the face of the earth, shall shake at my
presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down, and the steep places
shall fall, and every wall shall fall to the ground.

21 And I will call for a sword against him throughout all my mountains,
saith the Lord GOD: every man's sword shall be against his brother.

22 And I will plead against him with pestilence and with blood; and I will
rain upon him, and upon his bands, and upon the many people that are
with him, an overflowing rain, and great hailstones, fire, and brimstone.
23 Thus will I magnify myself, and sanctify myself; and I will be known in
the eyes of many nations, and they shall know that I am the LORD.

Ezekiel 39:1-29

1 Therefore, thou son of man, prophesy against Gog, and say, Thus saith
the Lord GOD; Behold, I am against thee, O Gog, the chief prince of
Meshech and Tubal:

2 And I will turn thee back, and leave but the sixth part of thee, and will
cause thee to come up from the north parts, and will bring thee upon the
mountains of Israel:

3 And I will smite thy bow out of thy left hand, and will cause thine arrows
to fall out of thy right hand.

4 Thou shalt fall upon the mountains of Israel, thou, and all thy bands,
and the people that is with thee: I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of
every sort, and to the beasts of the field to be devoured.

5 Thou shalt fall upon the open field: for I have spoken it, saith the Lord
GOD.

6 And I will send a fire on Magog, and among them that dwell carelessly in
the isles: and they shall know that I am the LORD.

7 So will I make my holy name known in the midst of my people Israel;
and I will not let them pollute my holy name any more: and the heathen
shall know that I am the LORD, the Holy One in Israel.

8 Behold, it is come, and it is done, saith the Lord GOD; this is the day
whereof I have spoken.
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his chamber, and the
bride out of her closet.
17 Let the priests, the
ministers of the LORD,
weep between the
porch and the altar, and
let them say, Spare thy
people, O LORD, and
give not thine heritage
to reproach, that the
heathen should rule
over them: wherefore
should they say among
the people, Where is
their God?

8 Then will the LORD
be jealous for his land,
and pity his people.
Yea, the LORD will
answer and say unto his
people, Behold, I will
send you corn, and
wine, and oil, and ye
shall be satisfied
therewith: and I will no
more make you a
reproach among the
heathen:

20 But I will remove far
off from you the
northern army, and will
drive him into a land
barren and desolate,
with his face toward the
east sea, and his hinder
part toward the utmost
sea, and his stink shall
come up, and hisill
savour shall come up,
because he hath done
great things.

21 Fear not, O land; be
glad and rejoice: for the
LORD will do great
things.

22 Be not afraid, ye
beasts of the field: for
the pastures of the
wilderness do spring,
for the tree beareth her
fruit, the fig tree and

9 And they that dwell in the cities of Israel shall go forth, and shall set on
fire and burn the weapons, both the shields and the bucklers, the bows
and the arrows, and the handstaves, and the spears, and they shall burn
them with fire seven years:
10 So that they shall take no wood out of the field, neither cut down any
out of the forests; for they shall burn the weapons with fire: and they
shall spoil those that spoiled them, and rob those that robbed them, saith
the Lord GOD.
11 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will give unto Gog a place
there of graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers on the east of the
sea: and it shall stop the noses of the passengers: and there shall they
bury Gog and all his multitude: and they shall call it The valley of
Hamongog.
12 And seven months shall the house of Israel be burying of them, that
they may cleanse the land.
13 Yea, all the people of the land shall bury them; and it shall be to them a
renown the day that I shall be glorified, saith the Lord GOD.
14 And they shall sever out men of continual employment, passing through
the land to bury with the passengers those that remain upon the face of
the earth, to cleanse it: after the end of seven months shall they search.
15 And the passengers that pass through the land, when any seeth a
man's bone, then shall he set up a sign by it, till the buriers have buried
it in the valley of Hamongog.
16 And also the name of the city shall be Hamonah. Thus shall they
cleanse the land.
17 And, thou son of man, thus saith the Lord GOD; Speak unto every
feathered fowl, and to every beast of the field, Assemble yourselves, and
come; gather yourselves on every side to my sacrifice that I do sacrifice for
you, even a great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, that ye may eat
flesh, and drink blood.
18 Ye shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the blood of the princes
of the earth, of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of bullocks, all of them
fatlings of Bashan.
19 And ye shall eat fat till ye be full, and drink blood till ye be drunken, of
my sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you.
20 Thus ye shall be filled at my table with horses and chariots, with mighty
men, and with all men of war, saith the Lord GOD.
21 And I will set my glory among the heathen, and all the heathen shall
see my judgment that I have executed, and my hand that I have laid upon
them.
22 So the house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their God from
that day and forward.
23 And the heathen shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity
for their iniquity: because they trespassed against me, therefore hid I my
face from them, and gave them into the hand of their enemies: so fell they
all by the sword.
24 According to their uncleanness and according to their transgressions
have I done unto them, and hid my face from them.
25 Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Now will I bring again the captivity
of Jacob, and have mercy upon the whole house of Israel, and will be
jealous for my holy name;
26 After that they have borne their shame, and all their trespasses
whereby they have trespassed against me, when they dwelt safely in their
land, and none made them afraid.
27 When I have brought them again from the people, and gathered them
out of their enemies' lands, and am sanctified in them in the sight of
many nations;
28 Then shall they know that I am the LORD their God, which caused
them to be led into captivity among the heathen: but I have gathered
them unto their own land, and have left none of them any more there.
29 Neither will I hide my face any more from them: for I have poured out
my spirit upon the house of Israel, saith the Lord GOD.

Revelation 9:1-21
1 And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the
earth: and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit.
2 And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the
pit, as the smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were
darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit.
3 And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them
was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have power.
4 And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of the
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the vine do yield their
strength.

2> Be glad then, ye
children of Zion, and
rejoice in the LORD
your God: for he hath
given you the former
rain moderately, and he
will cause to come
down for you the rain,
the former rain, and the
latter rain in the first
month.

24 And the floors shall
be full of wheat, and
the fats shall overflow
with wine and oil.

25 And I will restore to
you the years that the
locust hath eaten, the
cankerworm, and the
caterpiller, and the
palmerworm, my great
army which I sent
among Yyou.

26 And ye shall eat in
plenty, and be satisfied,
and praise the name of
the LORD your God,
that hath dealt
wondrously with you:
and my people shall
never be ashamed.

%7 And ye shall know
that I am in the midst
of Israel, and that1 am
the LORD your God,
and none else: and my
people shall never be
ashamed.

28 And it shall come to
pass afterward, that1
will pour out my spirit
upon all flesh; and your
sons and your
daughters shall
prophesy, your old men
shall dream dreams,
your young men shall
see visions:

29 And also upon the
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earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which
have not the seal of God in their foreheads.
5 And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they
should be tormented five months: and their torment was as the torment
of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.
6 And in those days shall men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall
desire to die, and death shall flee from them.
7 And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto
battle; and on their heads were as it were crowns like gold, and their
faces were as the faces of men.
8 And they had hair as the hair of women, and their teeth were as the
teeth of lions.
9 And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and the sound
of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to
battle.
10 And they had tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their
tails: and their power was to hurt men five months.
11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit,
whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue
hath his name Apollyon.
12 One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.
13 And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of
the golden altar which is before God,
14 Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels
which are bound in the great river Euphrates.
15 And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and
a day, and a month, and a year, for to slay the third part of men.
16 And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred
thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them.
17 And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them,
having breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads
of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths issued
fire and smoke and brimstone.
18 By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the
smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out of their mouths.
19 For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their tails were
like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt.
20 And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet
repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship
devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood:
which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:
21 Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of
their fornication, nor of their thefts.

Revelation 16:13-14
13 And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the
dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the
false prophet.
14 For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto
the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle
of that great day of God Almighty.

Revelation 19:11-21
11 And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat
upon him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth
judge and make war.
12 His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns;
and he had a name written, that no man knew, but he himself.
13 And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is
called The Word of God.
14 And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses,
clothed in fine linen, white and clean.
15 And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite
the nations: and he shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the
winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.
16 And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.
17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice,
saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather
yourselves together unto the supper of the great God;
18 That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the
flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on
them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.
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servants and upon the
handmaids in those
days will I pour out my
spirit.

30 And T will shew
wonders in the heavens
and in the earth, blood,
and fire, and pillars of
smoke.

3! The sun shall be
turned into darkness,
and the moon into
blood, before the great
and the terrible day of
the LORD come.

32 And it shall come to
pass, that whosoever
shall call on the name
of the LORD shall be
delivered: for in mount
Zion and in Jerusalem
shall be deliverance, as
the LORD hath said,
and in the remnant
whom the LORD shall
call.

Joel 3:1-21

! For, behold, in those
days, and in that time,
when I shall bring again
the captivity of Judah
and Jerusalem,

21 will also gather all
nations, and will bring
them down into the
valley of Jehoshaphat,
and will plead with
them there for my
people and for my
heritage Israel, whom
they have scattered
among the nations, and
parted my land.

3 And they have cast
lots for my people; and
have given a boy for an
harlot, and sold a girl
for wine, that they
might drink.

*Yea, and what have ye
to do with me, O Tyre,
and Zidon, and all the

19 And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies,
gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse, and
against his army.

20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought
miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the
mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were
cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

21 And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the
horse, which sword proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were
filled with their flesh.

4. Another call to sincere repentance is given, Joel 2:12-17;
Isaiah 1:1-20

1 The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he saw concerning Judah
and Jerusalem in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings
of Judah.

2 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth: for the LORD hath spoken, I
have nourished and brought up children, and they have rebelled against
me.

3 The ox knoweth his owner, and the ass his master's crib: but Israel doth
not know, my people doth not consider.

4 Ah sinful nation, a people laden with iniquity, a seed of evildoers,
children that are corrupters: they have forsaken the LORD, they have
provoked the Holy One of Israel unto anger, they are gone away
backward.

5 Why should ye be stricken any more? ye will revolt more and more: the
whole head is sick, and the whole heart faint.

6 From the sole of the foot even unto the head there is no soundness in it;
but wounds, and bruises, and putrifying sores: they have not been closed,
neither bound up, neither mollified with ointment.

7 Your country is desolate, your cities are burned with fire: your land,
strangers devour it in your presence, and it is desolate, as overthrown by
strangers.

8 And the daughter of Zion is left as a cottage in a vineyard, as a lodge in a
garden of cucumbers, as a besieged city.

9 Except the LORD of hosts had left unto us a very small remnant, we
should have been as Sodom, and we should have been like unto
Gomorrah.

10 Hear the word of the LORD, ye rulers of Sodom; give ear unto the law of
our God, ye people of Gomorrah.

11 To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto me? saith the
LORD: I am full of the burnt offerings of rams, and the fat of fed beasts;
and I delight not in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he goats.

12 When ye come to appear before me, who hath required this at your
hand, to tread my courts?

13 Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the
new moons and sabbaths, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it
is iniquity, even the solemn meeting.

14 Your new moons and your appointed feasts my soul hateth: they are a
trouble unto me; I am weary to bear them.

15 And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you:
yea, when ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of
blood.

16 Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before
mine eyes; cease to do evil;

17 Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the
fatherless, plead for the widow.

18 Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like
crimson, they shall be as wool.

19 If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:

20 But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for the
mouth of the LORD hath spoken it.

5. A promise of help is given to the nation, conditioned on their repentance, Joel

2:18-20;

Ezekiel 6:8-10

8 Yet will I leave a remnant, that ye may have some that shall escape the
sword among the nations, when ye shall be scattered through the
countries.

9 And they that escape of you shall remember me among the nations
whither they shall be carried captives, because I am broken with their
whorish heart, which hath departed from me, and with their eyes, which
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coasts of Palestine? will
ye render me a
recompence? and if ye
recompense me, swiftly
and speedily will I
return your recompence
upon your own head;

> Because ye have taken
my silver and my gold,
and have carried into
your temples my goodly
pleasant things:

® The children also of
Judah and the children
of Jerusalem have ye
sold unto the Grecians,
that ye might remove
them far from their
border.

’Behold, I will raise
them out of the place
whither ye have sold
them, and will return
your recompence upon
your own head:

8 And I will sell your
sons and your
daughters into the hand
of the children of
Judah, and they shall
sell them to the
Sabeans, to a people
far off: for the LORD
hath spoken it

9 Proclaim ye this
among the Gentiles;
Prepare war, wake up
the mighty men, let all
the men of war draw
near; let them come up:
10 Beat your plowshares
into swords, and your
pruninghooks into
spears: let the weak
say, I am strong.

1 Assemble yourselves,
and come, all ye
heathen, and gather
yourselves together
round about: thither
cause thy mighty ones
to come down, O LORD.

go a whoring after their idols: and they shall lothe themselves for the evils
which they have committed in all their abominations.

10 And they shall know that I am the LORD, and that I have not said in
vain that I would do this evil unto them.

Ezekiel 36:28-38

28 And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers; and ye shall
be my people, and I will be your God.

29 ] will also save you from all your uncleannesses: and I will call for the
corn, and will increase it, and lay no famine upon you.

30 And I will multiply the fruit of the tree, and the increase of the field,
that ye shall receive no more reproach of famine among the heathen.

31 Then shall ye remember your own evil ways, and your doings that were
not good, and shall lothe yourselves in your own sight for your iniquities
and for your abominations.

32 Not for your sakes do I this, saith the Lord GOD, be it known unto you:
be ashamed and confounded for your own ways, O house of Israel.

33 Thus saith the Lord GOD; In the day that I shall have cleansed you
from all your iniquities I will also cause you to dwell in the cities, and the
wastes shall be builded.

34 And the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight
of all that passed by.

35 And they shall say, This land that was desolate is become like the
garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined cities are become
fenced, and are inhabited.

36 Then the heathen that are left round about you shall know that I the
LORD build the ruined places, and plant that that was desolate: I the
LORD have spoken it, and I will do it.

37 Thus saith the Lord GOD; I will yet for this be enquired of by the house
of Israel, to do it for them; I will increase them with men like a flock.

38 As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts; so
shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know
that I am the LORD.

.6. Great spiritual blessings will be poured out, as well as temporal prosperity

given, in the time of Israel’s restoration, Joel 2:21-32;

Ezekiel 36:21-27

21 But I had pity for mine holy name, which the house of Israel had
profaned among the heathen, whither they went.

22 Therefore say unto the house of Israel, Thus saith the Lord GOD; I do
not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine holy name's sake,
which ye have profaned among the heathen, whither ye went.

23 And I will sanctify my great name, which was profaned among the
heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and the heathen
shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be
sanctified in you before their eyes.

24 For I will take you from among the heathen, and gather you out of all
countries, and will bring you into your own land.

25 Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from
all your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.

26 A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you:
and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you
an heart of flesh.

27 And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them.

Ezekiel 37:1-28

1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and carried me out in the spirit of
the LORD, and set me down in the midst of the valley which was full of
bones,

2 And caused me to pass by them round about: and, behold, there were
very many in the open valley; and, lo, they were very dry.

3 And he said unto me, Son of man, can these bones live? And I answered,
O Lord GOD, thou knowest.

4 Again he said unto me, Prophesy upon these bones, and say unto them,
O ye dry bones, hear the word of the LORD.

5 Thus saith the Lord GOD unto these bones; Behold, I will cause breath
to enter into you, and ye shall live:

6 And I will lay sinews upon you, and will bring up flesh upon you, and
cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and ye shall live; and ye shall
know that I am the LORD.

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophesied, there was a
noise, and behold a shaking, and the bones came together, bone to his
bone.
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12 Let the heathen be
wakened, and come up
to the valley of
Jehoshaphat: for there
will I sit to judge all the
heathen round about.
3 Put ye in the sickle,
for the harvest is ripe:
come, get you down;
for the press is full, the
fats overflow; for their
wickedness /s great.

1 Multitudes, multitudes
in the valley of decision:
for the day of the LORD
is near in the valley of
decision.

>The sun and the
moon shall be
darkened, and the stars
shall withdraw their
shining.

1 The LORD also shall
roar out of Zion, and
utter his voice from
Jerusalem; and the
heavens and the earth
shall shake: but the
LORD will be the hope
of his people, and the
strength of the children
of Israel.

17 S0 shall ye know that
I am the LORD your
God dwelling in Zion,
my holy mountain: then
shall Jerusalem be holy,
and there shall no
strangers pass through
her any more.

18 And it shall come to
pass in that day, that
the mountains shall
drop down new wine,
and the hills shall flow
with milk, and all the
rivers of Judah shall
flow with waters, and a
fountain shall come
forth of the house of
the LORD, and shall

8 And when I beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them,
and the skin covered them above: but there was no breath in them.
9 Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophesy, son of man,
and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Come from the four winds,
O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.
10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them,
and they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding great army.
11 Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the whole house of
Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost: we are
cut off for our parts.
12 Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD;
Behold, O my people, I will open your graves, and cause you to come up
out of your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel.
13 And ye shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your
graves, O my people, and brought you up out of your graves,
14 And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall live, and I shall place you in
your own land: then shall ye know that I the LORD have spoken it, and
performed it, saith the LORD.
15 The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying,
16 Moreover, thou son of man, take thee one stick, and write upon it, For
Judah, and for the children of Israel his companions: then take another
stick, and write upon it, For Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all the
house of Israel his companions:
17 And join them one to another into one stick; and they shall become one
in thine hand.
18 And when the children of thy people shall speak unto thee, saying, Wilt
thou not shew us what thou meanest by these?
19 Say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the stick
of Joseph, which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his
fellows, and will put them with him, even with the stick of Judah, and
make them one stick, and they shall be one in mine hand.
20 And the sticks whereon thou writest shall be in thine hand before their
eyes.
21 And say unto them, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Behold, I will take the
children of Israel from among the heathen, whither they be gone, and will
gather them on every side, and bring them into their own land:
22 And I will make them one nation in the land upon the mountains of
Israel; and one king shall be king to them all: and they shall be no more
two nations, neither shall they be divided into two kingdoms any more at
all:
23 Neither shall they defile themselves any more with their idols, nor with
their detestable things, nor with any of their transgressions: but I will
save them out of all their dwellingplaces, wherein they have sinned, and
will cleanse them: so shall they be my people, and I will be their God.
24 And David my servant shall be king over them; and they all shall have
one shepherd: they shall also walk in my judgments, and observe my
statutes, and do them.
25 And they shall dwell in the land that I have given unto Jacob my
servant, wherein your fathers have dwelt; and they shall dwell therein,
even they, and their children, and their children's children for ever: and
my servant David shall be their prince for ever.
26 Moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them,; it shall be an
everlasting covenant with them: and I will place them, and multiply them,
and will set my sanctuary in the midst of them for evermore.
27 My tabernacle also shall be with them: yea, I will be their God, and they
shall be my people.
28 And the heathen shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel, when
my sanctuary shall be in the midst of them for evermore.

Jeremiah 31:1-40
1 At the same time, saith the LORD, will I be the God of all the families of
Israel, and they shall be my people.
2 Thus saith the LORD, The people which were left of the sword found
grace in the wilderness; even Israel, when I went to cause him to rest.
3 The LORD hath appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, I have loved thee
with an everlasting love: therefore with lovingkindness have I drawn thee.
4 Again I will build thee, and thou shalt be built, O virgin of Israel: thou
shalt again be adorned with thy tabrets, and shalt go forth in the dances
of them that make merry.
5 Thou shalt yet plant vines upon the mountains of Samaria: the planters
shall plant, and shall eat them as common things.
6 For there shall be a day, that the watchmen upon the mount Ephraim
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water the valley of
Shittim.

19 Egypt shall be a
desolation, and Edom
shall be a desolate
wilderness, for the
violence against the
children of Judah,
because they have shed
innocent blood in their
land.

20 But Judah shall dwell
for ever, and Jerusalem
from generation to
generation.

2L For I will cleanse their
blood that1 have not
cleansed: for the LORD
dwelleth in Zion.

shall cry, Arise ye, and let us go up to Zion unto the LORD our God.

7 For thus saith the LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob, and shout
among the chief of the nations: publish ye, praise ye, and say, O LORD,
save thy people, the remnant of Israel.

8 Behold, I will bring them from the north country, and gather them from
the coasts of the earth, and with them the blind and the lame, the woman
with child and her that travaileth with child together: a great company
shall return thither.

o They shall come with weeping, and with supplications will I lead them: I
will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters in a straight way, wherein
they shall not stumble: for I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my
firstborn.

10 Hear the word of the LORD, O ye nations, and declare it in the isles afar
off, and say, He that scattered Israel will gather him, and keep him, as a
shepherd doth his flock.

11 For the LORD hath redeemed Jacob, and ransomed him from the hand
of him that was stronger than he.

12 Therefore they shall come and sing in the height of Zion, and shall flow
together to the goodness of the LORD, for wheat, and for wine, and for oil,
and for the young of the flock and of the herd: and their soul shall be as a
watered garden; and they shall not sorrow any more at all.

13 Then shall the virgin rejoice in the dance, both young men and old
together: for I will turn their mourning into joy, and will comfort them,
and make them rejoice from their sorrow.

14 And I will satiate the soul of the priests with fatness, and my people
shall be satisfied with my goodness, saith the LORD.

15 Thus saith the LORD; A voice was heard in Ramah, lamentation, and
bitter weeping; Rahel weeping for her children refused to be comforted for
her children, because they were not.

16 Thus saith the LORD; Refrain thy voice from weeping, and thine eyes
from tears: for thy work shall be rewarded, saith the LORD; and they shall
come again from the land of the enemy.

17 And there is hope in thine end, saith the LORD, that thy children shall
come again to their own border.

18I have surely heard Ephraim bemoaning himself thus; Thou hast
chastised me, and I was chastised, as a bullock unaccustomed to the
yoke: turn thou me, and I shall be turned; for thou art the LORD my God.
19 Surely after that I was turned, I repented; and after that I was
instructed, I smote upon my thigh: I was ashamed, yea, even confounded,
because I did bear the reproach of my youth.

20 [s Ephraim my dear son? is he a pleasant child? for since I spake
against him, I do earnestly remember him still: therefore my bowels are
troubled for him; I will surely have mercy upon him, saith the LORD.

21 Set thee up waymarks, make thee high heaps: set thine heart toward
the highway, even the way which thou wentest: turn again, O virgin of
Israel, turn again to these thy cities.

22 How long wilt thou go about, O thou backsliding daughter? for the
LORD hath created a new thing in the earth, A woman shall compass a
man.

23 Thus saith the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel; As yet they shall use
this speech in the land of Judah and in the cities thereof, when I shall
bring again their captivity; The LORD bless thee, O habitation of justice,
and mountain of holiness.

24 And there shall dwell in Judah itself, and in all the cities thereof
together, husbandmen, and they that go forth with flocks.

25 For I have satiated the weary soul, and I have replenished every
sorrowful soul.

26 Upon this I awaked, and beheld; and my sleep was sweet unto me.

27 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will sow the house of
Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of man, and with the seed of
beast.

28 And it shall come to pass, that like as I have watched over them, to
pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down, and to destroy, and to
afflict; so will I watch over them, to build, and to plant, saith the LORD.
29 In those days they shall say no more, The fathers have eaten a sour
grape, and the children's teeth are set on edge.

30 But every one shall die for his own iniquity: every man that eateth the
sour grape, his teeth shall be set on edge.

31 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:

32 Not according to the covenant that I made with their fathers in the day
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that I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which
my covenant they brake, although I was an husband unto them, saith the
LORD:

33 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel;
After those days, saith the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts,
and write it in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my
people.

34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and every man
his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, from the
least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will forgive
their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

35 Thus saith the LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, and the
ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night, which
divideth the sea when the waves thereof roar; The LORD of hosts is his
name:

36 If those ordinances depart from before me, saith the LORD, then the
seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.

37 Thus saith the LORD; If heaven above can be measured, and the
foundations of the earth searched out beneath, I will also cast off all the
seed of Israel for all that they have done, saith the LORD.

38 Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the city shall be built to
the LORD from the tower of Hananeel unto the gate of the corner.

39 And the measuring line shall yet go forth over against it upon the hill
Gareb, and shall compass about to Goath.

40 And the whole valley of the dead bodies, and of the ashes, and all the
fields unto the brook of Kidron, unto the corner of the horse gate toward
the east, shall be holy unto the LORD; it shall not be plucked up, nor
thrown down any more for ever.

Acts 2:1-21

1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one
accord in one place.

2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty
wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.

3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat
upon each of them.

4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every
nation under heaven.

6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and
were confounded, because that every man heard them speak in his own
language.

7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold,
are not all these which speak Galilaeans?

8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?
9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia,
and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,

10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about
Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,

11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the
wonderful works of God.

12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another,
What meaneth this?

13 Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.

14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said
unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this
known unto you, and hearken to my words:

15 For these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but the third hour
of the day.

16 But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;

17 And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of
my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall
dream dreams:

18 And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those
days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:

19 And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth
beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:

20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before
that great and notable day of the Lord come:

21 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the
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Lord shall be saved.

7. The last great judgment of the unsaved is prophesied, Joel 3:1-21;

Revelation 20:7-15
" And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison,
% And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog
and Magog, to gather them together to battle: the number of whom is as the sand of the
sea.
? And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints
about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured
them.
19 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the
beast and the false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and ever.
1 And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.
2 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those
things which were written in the books, according to their works.
" And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up the dead
which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their works.
'* And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.
1> And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Revelation 21:8
$But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers,
and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth
with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

NOTES:

Very little is known about the Prophet Joel, other than that he was the son of
Pethuel and that he lived in a period about 800 years before Christ. We can see
from his writings that he was a man of God, and that he had been given a
sweeping insight into God'’s plan for Israel. How significant that this outstanding
prophet of God was named Joel, for the meaning of his name is Jehovah is
God! The theme of his prophecy is a call to repentance and a warning of the
consequences if that call is unheeded.

The Chosen Nation

When the nation, Israel, had its beginning in the person of Abraham, a
covenant was made that was far-reaching in its blessings and benefits. All
nations of the world were to be blessed through the covenant. Because
Abraham believed God, a son was given him. A nation came from this son of
promise; and in the course of time God protected, schooled, and disciplined
them, finally bringing them into the land of promise. While en route there,
Moses warned them of the consequences of disobedience to the commands of
God and told them of the blessings that would follow those who obeyed God's
commands. But Israel soon forgot God and followed their innate desire to be
like the nations around them.

After years of patient dealing with the Israelites, only to see them lapse
again and again into idolatry, God finally sent them into captivity. This captivity
was a foretaste, it might be said, of the dispersion that was prophesied as
coming upon them if they rejected the Word of God. In their captivity they cried
to the Lord and He heard them, delivered them, and returned them to their own
land. The Temple was rebuilt; and even though its glory did not compare with
the glory of the former building, still it was the House of God and the worship of
God was carried out there. The nation passed through a period of uncertainty
and was finally conquered by the Romans.

But the nation made their infamous rejection of God’s mercy complete when
they rejected and crucified Christ, their Messiah. They asked that His Blood be
upon them and their children; and we can see that God not only gave them their
request but also brought upon them the accumulated judgments for all the past
rejections of His messages. Their nation was destroyed. Their cities and
Temple were torn down. They were persecuted and scattered over the entire
world. They were considered outcast in the world, despised and hated by the
world. But they retained their identity and individuality and have prospered, in
some ways, above other peoples of the world. The Jews have had, as a people,
the greatest of wealth, and, at the same time, the greatest and most abject
poverty. As a nation, they are worshipers of God in a nominal sense only,
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having denied the One who alone can give access to God. But God is not
through with them, for He still remembers His covenant with their father,
Abraham.

The Warnings by the Prophets

Israel has suffered greatly for their rejection of God's Son and for their
rebellion against the Word of God. But they cannot say that they did not know
that these judgments would be sent to them. The Holy Spirit has preserved
volumes of Old Testament warnings on the subject. And no doubt many more
were given by the prophets than have been preserved for us. The warning
theme runs through all Scripture. Over and over it is stated that if Israel would
obey, they would be blessed; and if they disobeyed, they would suffer. The
Prophet Joel is one of those whom God used to bring this great and vital
message.

No doubt Joel was a preacher of righteousness, and instructor in the ways of
holiness and godliness, and a minister in the usually accepted sense of the word
for most of his life. But the Holy Spirit has chosen to preserve only this single
prophecy by Joel concerning Israel and the Gentiles. In itself it is a tremendous
prophecy, three chapters that include a sweep of time from Israel’s backslidings
to the Great White Throne Judgment. Eloquent and masterful in its
presentation, this prophecy deserves the best of our attention so that we can
receive its message and not be like the people whom God desired to bless but
whom He had to curse.

The Scope of the Prophecy

The first part of the prophecy deals with the spiritual backslidings of the
Israelites and their resulting dispersion into the whole world. Interspersed with
these warnings are calls to repentance and to sincerity of worship that are equal
to those found anywhere in the Bible. "“Rend your heart, and not your
garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and of great kindness,” is one of the pleas direct from the heart
of God to His people. Israel had a form of worship but it was not sincere, for
they were speaking the name of God with their lips while they departed from
Him in their hearts.

Outward worship is of no value unless the heart is turned toward God.
Fasting, in itself, is valueless unless a sincerity of prayer and intercession,
acceptable to God, accompanies it. The doing of penance-like acts in any form
to gain the favour of God, while the individual continues in sin and iniquity, will
accomplish nothing but securing the guarantee that the wrath of God will be
poured on the supposed penitent. A form of godliness that denies the power of
God will never admit its holder into Heaven. We might rend our garments in a
show of repentance and still have hearts that are far from contrition. The
message of the prophet was that they should put away their empty forms,
ceremonies, displays of piety, and all such things that they had acquired by
practice and tradition, and turn to God in sincere repentance if they wanted to
avert the terrible catastrophe that was coming upon them.

Israel did not hear the words of Joel, as far as making any lasting change is
concerned. God's Word came to pass and they were scattered over the entire
world. But God has not forsaken Israel, whom He foreknew and whom He
loved; He is dealing with them again.

The work that Israel should have done has been undertaken by others who
have answered God's call and who have taken the responsibility of bringing to
the world -— including the scattered Jews — the news of the Messiah who came
to save men from their sins. Individuals among the Jews have answered the
call, but the nation remains in unbelief. Their rejection of the Christ is not only
that which is in the past; for in the days of the Great Tribulation, before the full
fury of that awful time breaks upon them, they will make a covenant and an
alliance with the Antichrist -— the enemy of Christ. Shortly after, the Antichrist
will break the covenant and will turn all his supernatural fury upon the Jews.
This will be known as the time of Jacob’s trouble. They will suffer as they have
never suffered before, and in their suffering they will cry out to God for
deliverance. It is at this time of sincere application to God for help that great
events will be set in motion.

The Church of Christ will not be on earth at this time. They will be with

The Prophecy of Joel

14 of 17



Christ around the Throne of God, at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. There
will be no one to whom the Jews can turn for consolation but to God. There will
be no evangelising Gentiles who can tell them of the Christ who came, whom
they rejected. A great majority of the Jews will be killed, but there will be a
remnant that will survive who will cry out for the Messiah, to come and deliver
them. (A preview, on a somewhat smaller scale, of this was seen in the attitude
that many of the Jews took during their terrible persecution during the days of
World War II. Many of them, as they were being led to various places of
execution, cried out for the Messiah, for deliverance. How much more will this
take place when the full fury of the time of Jacob’s trouble is felt by them!) The
Messiah will come; and at His coming, when the Jews turn from unbelief to the
true worship of Him whom they once rejected, the Israelite nation will be born
in a day. Whatever form of government they have at that time will be
superseded by that government which God has ordained as the proper one for
His chosen people. That government will have Christ as its Head. This coming
of Christ is known as His Revelation.

Israel now has a civil form of government, but we can see that that is not
the true form of government that God has ordained for them. Naturally, the
true government cannot be set up until the King is here to head it, and His
coming will not take place until the Jews are willing to accept Him as their
Christ. And as we have seen, it will take terrible suffering to bring the Jews to
that place of submission to the plan of God.

Tremendous things are prophesied in this passage of Scripture that we have
under consideration and in others that bear upon the subject. We are told of
the events in that short period of time between the call of Israel for their
Messiah and the coming of the Just One. When Christ comes to the earth, He
will come with ten thousands of His saints — the armies of Heaven -— and will
fight with the armies of this earth and overcome them. He will then set up a
Kingdom of righteousness, and will rule for a thousand years on this earth. This
thousand-year period of time is the Millennial Reign of Christ. There is a period
referred to as the Day of the Lord, that is climaxed by Christ’s coming at His
Revelation, when He will come to bring terrible judgment upon those who
oppose Him and who oppress His chosen people. Following this Day of the
Lord, and during the thousand-year reign of Christ, Israel will be Christ's people
by virtue of their own choice; and will be His people not only because of the
promise that God made to Abraham, but because they will look on Him whom
they have pierced and will repent of their sins and will be saved.

Events Surrounding the Day of the Lord

As we look at the events of today it is often difficult to see them through the
eyes of eternity, and our perspective is incorrect because of the seeming
importance of the things which are now taking place. In order correctly to
understand prophecy we must separate ourselves from an exclusive scrutiny of
the present events and make a fair comparison of them with the events of the
past and those that are to come in the future.

The founding of Christ’s Kingdom is actually a result of His first coming, but
Christ will not come as King, in His Revelation, until He comes in the Rapture.
We know also that the founding of the actual and Scriptural Kingdom of Israel,
with Christ at its head, is connected with the founding of that civil government
which has already taken place, and with the return of the Jews to their
homeland that is also still taking place. And the great events of deliverance that
take place in the Day of the Lord will not take place until the Jews cry out to
God for deliverance. And they will not make that appeal until they have been
oppressed and persecuted in their homeland, after their return there in unbelief.
As sweeping as these coming events are, nevertheless, they can all take place in
a surprisingly short space of time. No thousand-year period is needed for their
consummation, neither is a century required for their fulfilment. In fact,
Scripture places them all within a period of days, instead of a stated period of
years or decades. But the true saints of God will be ready for the Rapture that
can take place at any time prior to the setting up of the Antichrist on his throne
of power.

The Latter Rain

There is much to take place in the period of time prior to the consummation
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of all things. Many of these events have already taken place and some are yet
to be fulfilled. But all these events are set in motion or rather hinge upon a
great event -— an event that is great in spiritual importance. This event has
escaped the attention of the greater part of the religious world, strangely
enough. Many who are supposed to be followers of Christ have not been made
aware of the importance of this great dispensational signpost. This great event,
upon which so much hinges or depends, is the outpouring of the Latter Rain.

There was, as prophesied by Joel and interpreted by Peter on the Day of
Pentecost, an early rain of the Spirit of God, in which the members of the early
Church were baptized with the Holy Ghost. The Holy Spirit, through Peter, left
no room for doubt in any mind as to the meaning of Joel’s prophecy concerning
this event. He said: "It shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams: and on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those
days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy” (Acts 2:17, 18). And there need be
no doubt regarding the rest of the prophecy concerning this spiritual outpouring,
for Peter said that this same Power would be given to all whom God would call,
of every time and in every place of the world.

During the Dark Ages, when the light of the Gospel was all but extinguished
in the world, there was a recession of this particular work of the Holy Spirit. It
was not until the twentieth century that the Holy Spirit was manifested again in
this same way and in the same magnitude. Martin Luther brought the doctrine
of justification by faith to the world again after that experience had been lost
sight of by the greater part of so-called Christendom, and had been received
only by scattered individuals during the Dark Ages. John and Charles Wesley,
following on in the light that was manifest in their day, sought for more of God,
and through them the doctrine of entire sanctification was again brought to the
world. And during a time of great spiritual hunger, in the months preceding
April 9, 1906, God prepared a little group of people in the city of Los Angeles,
California, to receive the third great Christian experience; viz, the baptism of the
Holy Ghost. As we read the prophecy of Joel, we can unmistakably see that this
outpouring of the Latter Rain was reserved for the time of the end, a time
preceding and closely connected with the great Day of the Lord.

That this great enduement of spiritual power was to be given to the Gentiles,
as well as to the Jews, is clear from the words of Peter on the Day of Pentecost.
But that it was not to be restricted to the Gentiles and refused to the Jews is
also very clear from that passage as well as from the whole tenor of Scripture.
Ezekiel wrote, through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit:

“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean: from all
your filthiness, and from all your idols, will I cleanse you.

“A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you an heart of
flesh.

“And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes,
and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them"” (Ezekiel 36:25-27).

The time of this great spiritual transaction, that is of particular interest and
benefit to the Jews, is definitely stated as being the time of the restoration of
the Jews — when Christ is sanctified in the Jews before the eyes of the

heathen (Ezekiel 36:23 23 And I will sanctify my great name, which was
profaned among the heathen, which ye have profaned in the midst of them; and
the heathen shall know that I am the LORD, saith the Lord GOD, when I shall be

sanctified in you before their eyes.). This can be no other time than the Day of
the Lord! At no other previous time will the Jews recognise Christ as their Lord
and Saviour and accept God as their God in true worship. What spiritual works
are to be done for them at this time? might be asked. For the answer to that
question let us consider the above-quoted passage of Scripture.

“Clean water” is to be sprinkled upon the Jews, and they will be delivered
from their filthiness and from their idolatry. That could be nothing but the
experience of justification and pardon of their sins. The words of Scripture are
deliberately chosen, and in this case it is clear, from the use of the word also,
that after the Jews are pardoned they are to receive another experience. In this
second experience their heart is changed and their inward spirit is made new.
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This, too, is in keeping with other parts of Scripture, for God’s plan is that those
who are saved from their sin should go on to seek for and receive the second
definite work of grace — entire sanctification. The Jews, then, are to be
sanctified following their reconciliation to God.

But a full restoration to spiritual favour would not be full unless they received
all the spiritual blessings God has to give to all who come to Him. So, as we
read the rest of the quoted passage, we see that they, too, are to be baptised
with the Holy Ghost the same as we who are living in the time of the Latter
Rain. God said: “And I will put my spirit within you.”

We wish to call attention to the usage of the two words we have set in bold-
faced type. The word and clearly shows that this is another experience,
separate from the first two, in the same manner as the word also proves that
their receiving of entire sanctification is distinct and separate from the
experience of justification, or pardon of their sins. The third experience is the
baptism of the Holy Ghost and firel Now the word within is also very
significant, for when Jesus gave promise of the coming of the Holy Ghost He
said, "I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you for ever; even the Spirit of truth; . . . he dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you” (John 14:16, 17). Remember also that these words were
spoken by Christ to the Jews, and that it was not until after the Day of
Pentecost that they were understood as applying to the Gentiles!

Here, in the Old Testament, we see the language of the New, the promises
of the New, and the spiritual blessings of the New foretold. These blessings are
not reserved for a few but are extended to all, “to the Jews first, and also to the
Gentile: for there is no respect of persons with God” (Romans 2:10,11).

QUESTIONS

1. How much do we know about the Prophet Joel?

2. What is the chief theme of Joel’s prophecy? and what great day is
mentioned in the chapters?

3. Who else of God’s prophets prophesied the dispersion of the Israelites?

4. In Isaiah, chapter 1, we read of a worship that was not pleasing to God.
Tell what is necessary to make our worship pleasing to Him.

5. Why is God so vitally interested in the Israelites?

6. Tell what kind of blessings are going to be given to the Israelites at the time

of their full restoration.

7. Is the present nation of Israel the complete fulfilment of the prophecies
made concerning the re-establishment of that nation in the earth? If
not, tell what remains to be done.

. What place will Israel have in the Millennial Kingdom of Christ?

. Who will stand before the Great White Throne to her judgment passed upon
them?

10. Where will those who are condemned at the Great White Throne Judgment

be sent?
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